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The Situation 

 
 

 

Globalization is changing the world as we have known it 

The dramatic increase in mobility and contacts  

The major role of cultures and languages in successful 

communication  

The content of the language course and the applied 

methodology are crucial 



Communicative Language Competence (I) 

 Knowledge and skills necessary for communication 

(Canale, Swain, 1980); 

 Morphology, syntax, lexis, cohesion, organization of 

the text (Bachman, Palmer, 1980); 

 An ability to form and understand syntax, lexis, 

phonology of the language (Tarone, Yule, 1989); 

 Use the language appropriately in the socio-cultural 

context and apply communication strategies in 

problem-solving (Tarone, Yule, 1989).   

 



Communicative Language Competence (II) 

 Linguistic competence – lexical, phonological, 

syntactical knowledge, skills and other dimensions of 

language as a system; 

 Sociolinguistic competence – socio-cultural conditions 

of language use; 

 Pragmatic competence – the functional use of linguistic 

resources, such as production of language functions, 

speech acts. 

              (CEFR, 2001) 



Features of English for Special Purposes 

 ESP is goal-oriented; 

 ESP courses are based on stakeholders’ needs 

analysis; 

 Often there is a strictly specified period of the ESP 

course; 

 ESP learners tend to be adults; 

 Learners need a special professional language; 

 In some cases a very high language proficiency level 

might not be required.  



Phases in ESP Development 

 First Generation (to the middle of the 20th century); 

 Second Generation (since the second half of the 20th 

century) – needs based, purpose-driven language 

instruction, growth in the number of language educators 

identifying themselves as ESP professionals; 

 Next Generation (since late 1990ies) – moving the 

language learning to the real professional settings, highly 

specific professional context, the use of ICT tools, 

accessibility of materials to learners. 



Current Trends in ESP 

 Bringing cross-cultural and intercultural elements 

into ESP courses; 

 Materials design – ESP teachers increasingly 

continue tailoring their own materials; 

 An increasing trend to require incorporation of 

academic writing into ESP courses; 

 ESP continues developing, especially in the field of 

specialized English discourse and the development 

of effective methodologies to teach it.   



Šis projekts tika finansēts ar Eiropas Komisijas atbalstu. Šī publikācija [paziņojums] atspoguļo vienīgi autora uzskatus, un 
Komisijai nevar uzlikt atbildību par tajā ietvertās informācijas jebkuru iespējamo izlietojumu. 



Information about the Project (I) 

 
 Project title: „Language learning opportunities - ways out of 

unemployment risks”. 

 Project number: 2012-1-DE2-GRU06-11344 4 

 Project period: 1 August 2012 – 31 July 2014. 

 Project partners: EUROPANORAT Schulung - Training - 

Management - Consulting GmbH (Germany), GÖNEN HALK EGITIM 

MERKEZI VE AKSAM SANAT OKULU (Turkey), Turiba University 

(Latvia), Voksenuddannelsescenter Frederiksberg (Denmark), Vilniaus 

verslo kolegija ( Lithuania), Ekonomska šola Murska Sobota, Višja 

strokovna šola (Slovenia). 
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Information about the Project (II) 

 
 Project aim: exchange various experiences in formal and 

non-formal language learning as a means of improving 

communication skills of target groups (people who are in 

a precarious situation) and broaden their horizons by 

helping to develop their language skills by applying 

innovative learning tools.  

 Project common website: http://www.language-learning-

opportunities.com/  

 Latvian website: http://llo.turiba.lv/index.php?id=2  
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The Content 
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Study Materials 
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Research 
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Online Dictionaries 
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English Modules 
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Additional Materials 
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Task Pane 
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Gap Fill 
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Matching Task (I) 
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Matching Task (II) 
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Answering the Questions 
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Reading Comprehension 
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Word Formation / Sentence Creation (I) 
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Word Formation / Sentence Creation (II) 

 

Šis projekts tika finansēts ar Eiropas Komisijas atbalstu. Šī publikācija [paziņojums] atspoguļo vienīgi autora uzskatus, un 
Komisijai nevar uzlikt atbildību par tajā ietvertās informācijas jebkuru iespējamo izlietojumu. 

«Language learning opportunities - ways out of unemployment risks» 



Making a Dialogue (I) 
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Making a Dialogue (II) 

 

Šis projekts tika finansēts ar Eiropas Komisijas atbalstu. Šī publikācija [paziņojums] atspoguļo vienīgi autora uzskatus, un 
Komisijai nevar uzlikt atbildību par tajā ietvertās informācijas jebkuru iespējamo izlietojumu. 

«Language learning opportunities - ways out of unemployment risks» 



Intercultural Tasks 
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Conclusion 
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As the created materials focus on the 

development of students’ professional lexis 

and reading skills, they can be used as a 

source of information on pluricultural issues 

as well as a supplementary material to 

develop students’ Language for Special 

Purposes competence. 



 

Thank you for your attention! 

 

Ineta@turiba.lv  
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